
Religious Education Progression Map Christianity 2022-2023 

 
 Year 1 (Autumn 1) Year 1 (Autumn 2) Year 1 (Spring 1) Year 1 (Spring 2) Year 2 (Autumn 1) Year 2 (Autumn 2) Year 2 (Spring 2) 

 Does God want Christians to look 
after the world? 

What gifts might Christians in my 
town have given Jesus if he had 
been born here rather than in 

Bethlehem? 

Was it always easy for Jesus to 
show friendship? 

Why was Jesus welcomed like a 
king or celebrity by the crowds on 

Palm Sunday? 
What did Jesus teach? Christmas - Jesus as gift from God Easter – Resurrection 
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S I can tell you what I made. 
I can say something about the 
Christian Creation story. 
I can show some awareness that 
Christians believe there is a God. 
 

I can tell you about a present I 
have received. 
I can say something about the 
Christmas story. 
I can show some awareness that 
Jesus is special to Christians. 

I can tell you who is my friend. 
I can say something about one of 
Jesus’ friends. 
I can say how Jesus was nice to 
people. 

I can tell you someone who is 
special to me. 
I can tell you something about 
Palm Sunday. 
I can show some awareness that 
Jesus is special to Christians. 

I can tell you when I was kind. 
I can remember something Jesus 
said or did to be kind. 
I can say if I think Christians can be 
kind. 

I can tell you how I try to show 
love in the world. 
I can remember some of the 
Christmas story. 
I can start to say why Christians 
think God gave Jesus to the world. 

I can say how I remember people 
who are not here anymore. 
I can recall parts of the Easter 
story. 
I can talk about what I think 
happened to Jesus. 
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I can say how it felt to make 
something. 
I can remember the Christian 
Creation story and talk about it. 
I can express an opinion about the 
Christian belief about creation. 
 

I can talk about a gift that is 
special to me 
I can remember some of the 
Christmas story. 
I can suggest a gift I would give to 
Jesus. 
 

I can talk about my friends and 
why I like them. 
I can remember a story about 
Jesus showing friendship and talk 
about it. 
I can say how Jesus tried to be a 
good friend. 
 

I can talk about a person I admire. 
I can recall parts of the Easter 
story. I can recognise some 
symbols in the story. 
I can start to show understanding 
that Jesus is special to Christians 
and say why. 
 

I can tell you when I have been 
kind to others even when it was 
difficult. 
I can re-tell a story Jesus told 
about being kind or give an 
example of when Jesus showed 
kindness. 
I can say if I think Christians should 
be kind and give a reason. 
 

I can say how I could help solve a 
problem by showing love. 
I can remember the Christmas 
story and start to explain that 
Christians believe Jesus was a gift 
from God. 
I can tell you why Christians think 
God gave Jesus to the world. 

I can say what I believe happens to 
you when you die and tell you how 
I remember people close to me. 
I can recall what Christians believe 
happened on Easter Sunday. 
I can start to suggest a different 
explanation as to what happened 
to Jesus after the empty tomb and 
offer my opinion. 
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I can say how it felt to make 
something and how I think my 
creation should be treated. 
I can re-tell the Christian Creation 
story and say some things that 
they believe God created on 
different days. 
I can start to talk about how I 
think the world got here. 

I can talk about a gift that is 
special to me and explain how I 
felt when I received it. 
I can remember the Christmas 
story, including which gifts were 
given to Jesus. 
I can think of a gift Christians 
might choose for Jesus and start to 
explain why He is special to them. 
(Incarnation). 

I can talk about times when I have 
been a good friend. 
I can tell a story about Jesus and 
His friends and say how He 
showed friendship in that story. 
I can say how Christians show 
friendship and how God helps 
them do this. 

I can discuss how I might treat a 
special person and say why. 
I can recall what happened on 
Palm Sunday and can say what 
some of the symbols in the Easter 
story mean. 
I can recognise that Jesus must be 
special to Christians to be 
welcomed in this way and start to 
explain their beliefs about Him.. 

I can say when and why it is easy 
or difficult to be kind. 
I can tell you some ways Christians 
try to follow Jesus’ 
example of being kind. 
I can say why I think Christians 
should be kind and start to explain 
how they think they can do this 
(with God’s help). 

I can say how I could help solve a 
problem in the world by showing 
love. 
I can explain how Jesus’ coming to 
the world shows Christians how 
they could love/help people and 
the world. 
I can explain the Christian belief 
that God gave Jesus to the world 
to rescue/save it. 

I can start to discuss my beliefs in 
life after death/what happens 
when someone dies. 
I can tell you about the Christian 
belief in Jesus’ resurrection and 
start to explain why this is so 
important to them. 
I can start to explain what 
Christians believe about Jesus’ 
resurrection, and to evaluate how 
important this is to them. I can say 
what I believe about life after 
death. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Religious Education Progression Map Christianity 2022-2023 

 
 Year 3 (Autumn 2) Year 3 (Spring 1) Year 3 (Spring 2) Year 4 (Autumn 2) Year 4 (Spring 2) Year 4 (Summer 2) 

 Has Christmas lost its true meaning? 
Could Jesus heal people? 

Were these miracles or is there some 
other explanation? 

What is ‘good’ about Good 
Friday? 

What is the most significant part of the 
nativity story for Christians today? 

Is forgiveness always possible for 
Christians? 

Do people need to go to church to show 
they are Christians? 
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I can explain what Christmas means to 
me. 
I can tell you what the nativity story tells 
Christians about Jesus (given to the world 
by God). 
I can talk about some of the different 
ways Christmas is celebrated by 
Christians and non-Christians. 

I can talk about what I think a miracle is. 
I can retell a story about Jesus healing 
someone and say one thing Christians 
might believe about Jesus. 
I can identify some of the questions 
people ask about Jesus’ healing miracles. 
 

I can explain that rescuing means helping 
a bad situation get better. 
I can say what some of these symbols 
represent e.g. cross: cross/bread/wine. 
I can ask questions about The Last Supper 
and Jesus’ death. 

I can design a symbol to tell you 
something about myself and explain it. 
I can explain what some of the symbols in 
the Christmas story mean to Christians. 
I can ask questions about something I 
find puzzling in the Christmas story. 

I can talk about how easy it is to forgive 
some people sometimes, or how difficult 
it might be. 
I can recall a Christian story about 
forgiveness and say what it tells people 
about how to treat each other. 
I can talk about when a Christian may 
find it easy or difficult to forgive 
someone. 

I can discuss my special place, tell you 
why it is special and how I feel when I am 
there. 
I can talk about some of the things that 
are important to Christians during 
worship and explain some of the 
symbolism, e.g. bread and wine in Holy 
Communion. 
I can respectfully question whether 
Christians need churches. 
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I can explain what Christmas means to 
me and talk about whether this involves 
giving and receiving gifts. 
I can start to explain the Christian belief 
that Jesus was God in human form and 
why God gave him to the world. 
I can start to tell you what Christmas 
means to Christians and what it means to 
me. 

I can talk about some of the things in the 
world that people think of as miracles 
and begin to tell you about a miracle I 
would like to see happen today. 
I can explain one Christian viewpoint 
about one of Jesus’ healing miracles. 
I can start to say whether I believe Jesus 
actually healed people or not. 
 

I can suggest how a person may 
rescue/help others who are in difficult 
situations. 
I can start to tell you why Christians 
believe Jesus’ death is important. 
I can start to reflect on whether I agree 
with Christian beliefs about Jesus’ death. 
 

I can design a symbolic object to show 
the significance of Christmas or the 
Christmas holiday to me. 
I can describe one thing a Christian might 
learn about Jesus from a Christmas 
symbol. 
I can ask questions about what Christmas 
means to Christians and compare this 
with what it means to me. 
 

I can talk about what sort of help I might 
need to show forgiveness. 
I can describe what a Christian might 
learn about forgiveness from a Biblical 
text. 
I can show an understanding of how 
Christians believe God can help them 
show forgiveness. 
 

I can explain some of the feelings my 
special place gives me and suggest why 
that is. 
I can describe some of the ways 
Christians use churches to 
worship/celebrate Holy Communion or 
participate in baptism. 
I can start to understand the impact a 
Christian’s special place has on him/her. 
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I can explain what gift I would like to give 
to the world and what difference it would 
make. 
I can make the links between Christian 
beliefs about Christmas and the way they 
celebrate it. 
I can recognise that Christmas means 
different things to different people. 

I can explain why some people may 
describe something they see as a miracle 
when there may also be another 
explanation. 
I can explain two different ways 
Christians might interpret one of Jesus’ 
healing miracles. 
I can explain how Christians may describe 
and explain Jesus’ miracles. 

I can talk about people who are special to 
me because they have rescued me from 
difficult situations and/or shown me how 
I could help others. 
I can start to explain why Christians see 
Jesus’ death as ‘good’. 
I can reflect on whether I agree with 
Christian beliefs about why Jesus died 
and give my own thoughts/opinions. 

I can explain the symbolism of the object 
I have designed and say how it expresses 
the significant part of Christmas or the 
Christmas holiday for me. 
I can start to explain which Christmas 
symbols tell Christians something about 
the incarnation (Jesus being 
God on earth). 
I can reflect on how I feel about Christian 
beliefs about Christmas and the 
Incarnation. 

I can give my opinion as to why showing 
forgiveness may be important. 
I can explain how Christians might try to 
put into practice Jesus’ teachings about 
forgiveness. 
I can give examples of when Jesus 
showed forgiveness and explain why I 
think He asked people to follow His 
example. 

I can reflect on a range of special places 
and identify why they have the impact on 
me that they do. 
I can describe some ways that Christians 
can show their beliefs and recognise that 
some may choose to show their faith 
publicly and others may keep this more 
private so some may need churches more 
than others. 
I can say why I think the church may or 
may not be important to Christians. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Religious Education Progression Map Christianity 2022-2023 

 

 Year 5 (Autumn 2) Year 5 (Spring 2) Year 5 (Summer 2) Year 6 (Autumn 2) Year 6 (Spring 1) Year 6 (Spring 2) Year 6 (Optional Unit) 

 

Is the Christmas story true? 
How significant is it for Christians 
to believe God intended Jesus to 

die? 

What is the best way for a 
Christian to show commitment to 

God? 

Do Christmas celebrations and 
traditions help Christians 

understand who Jesus was and 
why he was born? 

Is anything ever eternal? 
Is Christianity still a strong religion 

2000 years after Jesus was on 
Earth? 

How did Jesus create a ‘New 
Covenant’ and what does that 

mean to Christians today? 
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I can start to explain why people 
may see an event in different ways. 
I can describe what a Christian 
learns from the Christmas story. 
I can start to explain that true can 
mean different things relating to 
the Christmas story. 
 

I can start to consider the goals and 
purpose I would like for my life. 
I can say how some events in Holy 
Week tell Christians about Jesus’ 
purpose/destiny. 
I can consider important questions 
about whether Jesus knew He was 
going to be crucified. 
 

I can express why showing 
commitment to something may be 
a good thing. 
I can describe some of the ways 
that Christians choose to show 
commitment to God and am 
starting to understand 
that they may do this in different 
ways. 
I can start to understand there are 
different degrees of commitment 
and that’s up to individual 
Christians. 

I can talk about the variety of ways 
I celebrate different events or 
occasions and explain why I 
celebrate these in 
different ways. 
I can explain why Christmas is 
important to Christians. 
I can explain why Christians would 
find some celebrations remind 
them of Jesus’ birth and life. 

I can start to show an 
understanding of the concept of 
eternity. 
I can describe what a Christian 
might learn about life after death 
from a Bible story. 
I can ask important questions about 
eternity. 
 

I can describe how people have 
influenced me in different ways and 
say why I think this happened. 
I can describe one way that 
Christianity seems to be a strong 
religion today. 
I can start to consider whether I 
think Christianity is a strong religion 
now. 
 

I can think of something that I 
could change which would benefit 
others. 
I can describe the meaning behind 
a Biblical text with regard to the 
New Covenant. 
I can explain why I have ranked 
these texts in this order with regard 
to their importance to Christians. 
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I can start to explain how ‘true’ 
could  mean different things to 
different people, and how stories 
can be ‘true’ in different 
ways. 
I can start to explain the Christian 
belief that Jesus was the 
Incarnation of God. 
I can start to express an opinion on 
whether the Christmas story is true 
and what this might mean to 
Christians. 
 

I can give an example of someone 
with a strong sense of purpose for 
their life and give my opinions on 
this. 
I can start to explain whether God 
intended Jesus to be crucified or 
whether Jesus’ crucifixion was the 
consequence of events during Holy 
Week. 
I can start to express my opinion 
about Jesus’ crucifixion being his 
destiny/purpose. 
 

I can show an understanding of 
why people show commitment in 
different ways. 
I can describe how different 
practices enable Christians to show 
their commitment to God and 
understand that some of these will 
be more significant to some 
Christians than others. 
I can explain why I think some ways 
of showing commitment to God 
would be better than others for 
Christians. 
 

I can start to explain how some of 
the ways I choose to celebrate are 
directly linked to the event I am 
celebrating, and how other ways 
are not. 
I can describe some of the ways 
that Christians would celebrate 
Christmas and start to understand 
which of these 
would help them understand who 
Jesus was and why he was born. 
I can explain that people may 
celebrate Christmas in different 
ways and say whether or not I feel 
this relates to 
Jesus. 
 

I can express the feelings I have 
when I think about situations or 
things I would like to last forever. 
I can make links between different 
Christian beliefs and their views on 
whether anything is ever eternal. 
I can reflect on my own beliefs 
about whether anything is eternal. 
 

I can explain how the influence 
people have had on me has 
affected what I see as important. 
I can explain how one of the 
reasons people use to suggest that 
Christianity is a strong religion 
today can be counteracted. 
I can give my opinion as to whether 
Christianity is a strong religion now 
and say why I think this. 
 

I can explain how I may or may not 
want somebody to commit to do 
something for me in return for my 
commitment.  
I can make links between the Bible 
texts I have chosen and the New 
Covenant. 
I can reflect on the Christian belief 
in the New Covenant and whether 
it is relevant to Christians today. 
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I can give my opinion on whether a 
favourite story is ‘true’ and explain 
why. 
I can identify different sources of 
the Christmas story and explain the 
meaning of Christmas to Christians 
(Incarnation). 
I can explain my own opinion on 
whether the Christmas story is true 
and say what Christians might think 
of my opinion. 

I can start to show an 
understanding of the difference 
between purpose and destiny. 
I can consider whether God 
intended Jesus to be crucified or 
whether Jesus’ crucifixion was the 
consequence of events during Holy 
Week and find supporting 
evidence. 
I can give my opinion about the 
importance for Christians of Jesus’ 
death being part of God’s plan. 

I can explain why one way of 
showing commitment may not be 
better than another. 
I can explain why it is important to 
Christians to show their 
commitment to God and can 
describe different ways they 
choose to do this. 
I can explain that individuals choose 
to show different degrees of 
commitment to their religion and 
can relate this to commitments I 
make in my life. 

I can identify when I am celebrating 
in a way that reflects the meaning 
of the event. 
I can explain how Christians use 
Christmas celebrations and 
traditions to remind themselves of 
Jesus’ birth and life 
and can explain which activities do 
this. 
I can explain my own feelings on 
whether or not it is important to 
follow Christian beliefs in all 
Christmas celebrations. 

I can explain the difference it would 
make to me to know that 
something was eternal. 
I can explain why Christians believe 
some things are eternal and the 
difference this makes to them. 
I can give my own answer to 
whether anything is eternal and 
give my reasons. 

I can explain how I would like to be 
a positive influence on others. 
I can explain a range of arguments 
to suggest Christianity is a strong 
religion today and also give you the 
opposing 
arguments. 
I can express my opinion as to 
whether Christianity is a strong 
religion now giving reasoned 
arguments. 

I can use my judgement to decide 
whether my commitment is 
conditional or unconditional and 
can explain why I have chosen this 
option. 
I can explain how different texts 
build together to form evidence 
towards Jesus creating a New 
Covenant (assessed throughout 
investigation as well as Activity 
Sheet). 
I can explain my opinion on how 
relevant the New Covenant is to 
Christians today. 

 


