
Vocabulary Progression: Geography 
Words in bold are from the KS1 National Curriculum                                                                                  Words in red have already been learnt 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6  
cultures 

environment 
far 

landmarks 
local 
near 

observation 
seasons 

temperature 
travel 

world 

capital city 
country 

environment 
graph 

journey 
key 

landmarks 
left, right 

linear map 
litter picking 

map 
months  

north, south, east, west 
recycling  
seasons 
symbol   
waste  

weather 
world 

 

beach 
cliff 

climate 
coast 

community 
compare 

connections 
conservation 

continent 
contrast 
country 
equator  
factory 

farm 
forest 

globalisation  
harbour 

hill 
house 
Kenya  

mountain 
Nairobi 
oceans 
office 
port 

recycling  
reduce 
reuse 
river 
sea 

shop 
soil 

the big 5 
tourism  
valley 

vegetation 

adaptation 
biome 
buckle 

capital city 
country 

crust 
culture 
desert 

earthquake  
environment 

friction 
key 

magma 
map 

mountains 
north, south, east, west 

rainforest  
shaking 

sketch map 

tectonic plate  
tropics 
tundra 
volcano  

adaptation 
canopy layer 

city  
climate 

condensation 
deforestation 
drainage basin 

emergent layer 
evaporation 
forest floor 

grid references 
hamlet 
humid 
mouth 

north, south, east, west 
protect 

rainforest  
river 

settlements 
site factors 
solar still 
source 
town 

tributary 
understory layer 

vegetation 
village 

water cycle 

Antarctica 
climate 

climate change 
compass points 

fossil fuels 
greenhouse gases 

landscape 
latitude 
location 

longitude 
north, south, east, west 

nuclear 
poles 

renewable energy 

time zones 
tourism  

adaptation 
air 

atmosphere 
biosphere 
boreholes 

climate change 
Colorado river 
condensation 

drought 
earth 

endangered 
environment 
evaporation 

Grand Canyon 
groundwater 

impact 
policy 

reservoirs 
solar still 

water cycle 

 


