
 

Dear Year 4 Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to the Autumn Term 

We hope that you had a lovely summer and are feeling refreshed and energised for the start of the new academic 
year. We are very much looking forward to working with your children and have an engaging and well-structured 
curriculum planned for them. This year, your children will be supported by Zara in Kapoor and Daisy, Michelle and 
Rachel in Whiteread. 

Below is an outline of the topics that we will be covering during the forthcoming half term. 

Reading 
In Year 4, we continue to follow the Destination Reader scheme. This half term, both classes will be reading Archie’s 
War and Ancient Egypt: Tales of Gods and Pharaohs by Marcia Williams. In addition to the whole-class texts, children 
will be reading books at their instructional level. Please support your child by listening to them read at home, 
encouraging them to read with expression, and asking them questions about what they have read. We encourage 
children to complete Accelerated Reader quizzes at home once they have finished a book, as this is an excellent way 
for them to reflect on the text and check their understanding. 

Writing 
We continue to develop the children’s writing through the Talk for Writing programme. This half term, the children 
will be writing a ‘finding tale’ based on Adventures at Sandy Cove, with a particular focus on building suspense through 
descriptive language and dialogue. 

Mathematics 
This half term, the children will be consolidating and developing their arithmetic and reasoning skills, with a focus on 
place value, addition, and subtraction. To ensure a strong understanding, they will regularly complete mathematical 
reasoning activities, which will enable them to demonstrate the depth of their knowledge. Please continue to 
encourage your child to practise their times tables daily in preparation for the Year 4 multiplication check. This can be 
done via the TT Rockstar’s website. 

History 
This half term, our focus in History is the Roman Empire. We will be learning about how the Romans influenced 
modern-day Britain, and the children will consider the question: ‘Was the withdrawal of the Romans from Britain a 
good thing?’ 

Religious Education 
We will be learning what it means to belong to a religion. Children will explore Christianity and Buddhism, making 
comparisons to Judaism, Sikhism and Islam. Throughout the term, children will explore how religious communities 
express belonging through symbols and objects, how festivals strengthen identity and how religion can influence 
everyday life.  

Physical Education 
The children will be developing their gymnastics skills, learning a variety of rolls, and safely using gymnastics 
equipment. When it is not your child’s turn for swimming, they will be learning how to play netball, with a focus on 
attacking and defending skills. The children will also continue with swimming lessons. Please see below for your child’s 
class P.E. timetable: 



Kapoor 
Tuesday – Gymnastics 
Friday – Netball 

Whiteread 
Tuesday – Gymnastics 
Friday – Swimming 

PSHE 
This half term, Year 4 children will primarily study PSHE through the Cambridge scheme. We will begin with the 
Citizenship unit, focusing on diversity within our communities. 

Science 
Our Science topic this half term is grouping and classifying living things, focusing on similar characteristics and 
exploring different ways to classify using our scientific skills. We will them begin to explore states of matter. We look 
forward to planning and conducting exciting experiments exploring solids, liquids and gases.  

Music 
In Music, the children will be learning how to explore pitch through scales. They will learn to recognise intervals within 
major scales and work towards composing simple melodies using stepwise movement. Throughout the term, the 
children will also have opportunities to develop an understanding of the history of music across different periods. 

Spanish 
This half term, we will continue to teach Spanish using the Language Magnet scheme. The children will explore a 
range of topics with a particular focus on weather and seasons. 

Art 
In Art, we will be studying British art history with a focus on our class artists, Whiteread and Kapoor. Throughout the 
half term, we will discuss the work of these artists before creating our own sculptures using a range of materials. 

Computing 
This half term, the children will explore how the internet works, looking at how information is shared across different 
networks. 

Homework 
Each Friday, there will be a spelling task. Children should practise their times tables regularly in preparation for the 
compulsory Multiplication Check at the end of Year 4. 

We are excited about the term ahead and hope that you all remain safe and well. 

Best wishes, 

Zara, Daisy and the Year 4 team  


